
 
 
 
 

Summary of  
July 7, 2004 Meeting 

 
A meeting of the Maricopa County Local Emergency Planning Committee (MCLEPC) was convened on 
July 7, 2004 at the Flood Control District of Maricopa County located at 2801 West Durango Street, 
Phoenix Arizona 85009. 
 

• Members in Attendance 
 
Tom Abbott, Steve Brittle, Joseph Early, Al Jensen, Tim Jones, Terry Petko, Mary Price, 
Cliff Puckett, Tom Shannon, Michael Trapasso, MaryAlice Witzel, Committee Chairman 
Warren Leek, Executive Director Tim Newbill, and LEPC Recording Secretary Mary 
Kanoon. 

 
• Members Absent 

 
Mike Fusco, David Jones, Maggie Lineback, Jeff  Mercy, John Power, Hal D. Rosen, Dr. 
Thomas and Tom Waldbillig. 

 

• Others in Attendance 
 

Larry Fallis, Bea Beasley, Michael Philp, Scott Meyer, Steve Laidley, Joe Bruyer, Tri 
Trinh, Chris Haupt and Kamilah Manuel.  

 
Call to Order 
 

Chairman Warren Leek called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. with no quorum of the membership in 
attendance.  A quorum was achieved at 2:24 p.m. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

A motion to approve the minutes of the April 7, 2004 meeting was made and seconded and was 
unanimously approved.   

 
Introduction 
 

Chairman Warren Leek introduced himself to committee members.  Former Chairman, Robert Spencer, 
accepted a new position in Washington over two months ago.  Chairman Leek is the Acting Director of 
Maricopa County Department of Emergency Management and will serve as the LEPC’s Chairman until 
the position is permanently filled. 

  
Subcommittee Reports 
  

• Education Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman Steve Brittle reported that the subcommittee 
did not meet.  Mr. Brittle informed the committee that three months ago a discussion regarding the 
CENS system was introduced and what the committee wanted to do.  I put in a call to (inaudible) at 
ADEQ in about the CENS. Finally, very recently they put me in touch with Liz Hunt, who is the 
person who was hired to manage this CENS thing.  I tried to find out what kind of training they 



were doing, so we can complement it, not duplicate it.  And much to my astonishment, I found out 
that they put one public service announcement on Phoenix Channel 11.  They did a press release to 
the media which I saw, the announcement in the paper that there was a (inaudible) telephone 
system but no details on what to do or anything about it.  She said that they are about to produce a 
five minute video that explains more about it, hoping they’ll get that played somewhere.  But she 
said it doesn’t include anything about shelter-in-place or evacuation instruction.  I will be calling 
this next week and meet with the education subcommittee, probably invite the fire departments, 
Mary, (inaudible for a few seconds).  I would really like to have an event by this Fall where we, I 
guess my dream is doing something where every channel to publish this, so if you’re watching any 
media that day, you’ll get a dose of this (inaudible) system and instructions. 

 
• Grant Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman Tim Newbill reported the subcommittee did not 

meet this quarter.  He informed the committee that a meeting will be scheduled soon.  The 
subcommittee will need to discuss the HMEP/ERF Grant that will be due by September 30, 2004.   

 
• Membership Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman Tim Jones reported the subcommittee did 

not meet this quarter but will have a meeting before our next meeting in October.  
 

• Plans Subcommittee  -  Subcommittee Chairman Warren Leek was unaware of the last meeting, he 
did recognize a need for an annual review of the LEPC Plan.  A meeting will be set within the next 
quarter.   

 
• Rules Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chairman Mike Fusco was unable to attend today’s meeting 

due to being on alert at the Peoria EOC.  Subcommittee member Mr. Newbill informed the 
committee that they had met twice during the quarter.  The subcommittee compiled a few 
recommendations in regards to the current rules.   Many of the recommendations referred to the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman’s term.  The wording has been changed to include community groups 
as candidates for the position along with private and public sectors.  We want to make sure that 
everyone that would be interested would have the opportunity to be a chairperson.  Mr. Newbill 
added that a goal of the committee was to alternate the chairperson between the public and the 
private sectors so we don’t have just one focus.  We would have a chairperson from one sector and 
a vice chairperson from the other to have that balance.  The chairperson will transfer his duties to 
the vice chairperson after his or her term.  Also, the vice chair must be on the committee for at least 
a year, prior to holding that position.   

 
We also want to look at the membership rules to get more people to the meetings and if they do not 
come, we need to exercise the rules to take members off the committee who do not attend. Another 
recommendation is under the subcommittee rules. If you look at the subcommittee now, you have 
the same 3 or 4 people on every committee; we are looking at active participation from the 
committee as a whole.  We are recommending is that if you are a part of the LEPC committee that 
you also become a part of one of the subcommittees.  We would like to use or hear from every 
member who is on the committee.   

 
Mr. Brittle suggested that on page 3 , we have to develop an emergency plan and when we changed 
it to coordinate with county department of emergency management, going back to the federal 
requirements, I think it should be develop and coordinate, I don’t think we should drop the word 
develop.   
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Old Business 
 

• Arch Chemical Donation 
 

Mr. Newbill updated the committee on a $500 dollar donation from Arch Chemical.  A letter 
enclosed in the member’s folder outlined the items that were purchased with the donation.  The 
committee was able to purchase software and media to provide the committee and community 
with a copy of CAMEO Suite and any other information via CD.  A letter thanking Arch 
Chemical and informing them on what we purchased was sent out by Bea Beasley from the 
Department of Emergency Management.  Arch Chemical liked us so much that they sent 
another check for Five hundred dollars.  So once again, we will need to meet to see what we 
will do with the check.   
 

• HMEP Grant 
 

Chairman Leek introduced Bea Beasley to speak about the HMEP Grant.  Mrs. Beasley is the 
Finance Manager and Office Manager at the Maricopa County Department of Emergency 
Management.  She has been with the department for fourteen months and thought it would be a 
good idea to come and see what this is about.  Mrs. Beasley has been to a number of meetings 
held by AZSERC and more importantly when it regards grants.  Mrs. Beasley informs the 
committee that it is annual time for the HMEP and ERF Grant.  What I have to report today is 
nothing new, if you’ve been here for a year, you know what those grant amounts are, they have 
not changed from one year to the next.  Where the State gives us an appropriation, $2, 212 
dollars is what they call a non-competitive ERF which they automatically give to the local 
planning committee if you are eligible.  Which means you have to turn in your reports on time 
and things like that, that make you eligible.  It is up to your grant subcommittee to decide on 
how you will allocate the ERF funding.  There is also a pot of money which is the competitive 
portion of the ERF. The total appropriation for the entire state is about a hundred and thirty-two 
thousand dollars.  They take out the non-competitive portion and make the remaining money 
available for the competitive portion, which means you have to send in your application and tell 
them what you want to spend the money on. I know that Dan Roe is encouraging particularly 
the small fire districts and small fire departments around the county to really think about 
applying for some of these and when you get some, like Goodyear, last year we got two 
thousand dollars and Tonopah, where you have the smaller districts applying for two thousand 
dollars.  So when we send out those letters, we are really encouraging the smaller departments 
and districts to submit their wish list.  The grant period is from July 1, 2004 through June 30, 
2005, which means we are in the grant period right now. The most important thing to note is 
September 30, 2004 is the deadline for the package to be at the State.   
 
Mr. Newbill reminded the committee that the grant subcommittee will need to meet prior to the 
October LEPC Meeting to review the requests and submit them to AZSERC.  
 

• By-Laws (LEPC Committee Rules) 
 
Chairman Leek motioned to table the rules vote until next meeting, to allow members to review 
and recommend further updates. 

 
• Chemical Safety Board  

 
Mr. Brittle presented the committee with a synopsis of the Chemical Safety Board meeting in 
Glendale.  The Chemical Safety Board really did zero in on CENS and was really curious on 
what didn’t work right.  I sat with the citizens, (inaudible) there were some problems with the 
response, people weren’t certain to where to go and they were directed to a hospital where they 
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were turned away.  I was simply just thinking that we might want to discuss ourselves, what 
can be done to improve emergency response.  It wasn’t one of the more serious instances but 
we can always learn from what is going on, there is always improvement.  We need to address 
those concerns because it can certainly happen again.  Maybe we can review the incident and 
how it was responded to and how do we address these concerns.  They did a very good job; in 
fact they said it was one of the best they’ve seen.  But there were these other issues we can 
address.   

 
• Central Garden Litigation 

 
Mr. Brittle updated the committee about the Central Garden litigation.  Mr. Brittle checked with 
the attorney that handled the case and mentioned that they settled somewhere around 10 million 
dollars. That includes not only the class-action lawsuit but also personal injury accounts.  There 
were a lot of people who were seriously injured from the chemical exposure from this fire and a 
lot of money went to them.  There will be some medical monitoring as lung functions will be 
tested through time.  The City of Phoenix agreed that if anyone in that area would like the 
facility inspected, they could do that.  The State of Arizona settled for two (inaudible) thousand 
dollars (inaudible) but it’s all over with.  It would be good, once again, to review that in terms 
of what went right and what went wrong and how we might use CENS (inaudible for a few 
minutes) that and DPC.   

 
Call to the Public 
 

• Scott Meyer from Don’t Waste Arizona expressed his interest in bringing the DPC and Central 
Garden incidents to our next meeting to go over what happened and how we can learn from. 

 
• Tri Trinh expressed his interest in joining the LEPC.  He gave us information regarding his 

background and his interest and his hope for the committee.  He provided the committee with a 
copy of his resume, and the membership subcommittee will be reviewing it. 

 
The next meeting will be held October 6, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. The location of the meeting will be announced 
by mail and/or e-mail. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Chairman Leek adjourned the meeting at 2:54 p.m. 
 
Dated this 27th of September. 
 
Local Emergency Planning Committee  
 
Submitted By:  _____________________________ 
  Mary Kanoon, Recording Secretary 
 
Reviewed By: ______________________________ 
  Warren Leek, Chairman 
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